The Florida Panther: A Story of Conflict,
Connections and Coexistence
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Endangered — US Endangered Species Act of 1973
Population estimate in 1970s = 12-20
Genetic reinvigoration program 1995
Population estimate today = 100-180
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Florida’s panther story

Figure prepared by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
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Range of Florida Panther
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Panther Range - Past, Present, and Potential
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Florida now and future...

* 19 million people
e 34.7 million acres

B Developed land
" Conservation land (5
Undeveloped land  ,_™



3 Foot Sea
Level Rise

Sowece: Elevations from USCS digital data
Prepared by the US, Ceologicl Survey, 1997




Chances of successful recovery will be the greatest if the panther

IS able to travel north on its own and resettle its historic home.




* Core habitat
* Connectivity

* Coexistence
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Defenders of Wildlife
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American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis)
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CTF Ecological Greenway Projects

= w1 Osceola to Apalachicola
Ocala to Osceola
Ocala to Goethe
m w1 Ocala to Matanzas Option 1
m =1 Ocala to Matanzas Option 2
mm1 Ocala to Fisheating Creek Option 1
mm1 Qcala to Fisheating Creek Option 2
mm 1 Green Swamp/Chassahowitzka/Nature Coast
Big Cypress to Fisheating Creek
Florida counties
Georgia counties
[ Open water
I Existing conservation lands
I Flerida Forever projects
Florida Ecological Greenways Network
100 Miles




Coexistence Challenges
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Urban, suburban, and exurban wildlife
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= PROTECTING PEOPLE PETS,
LIVESTOCK AND PANTHERS







Partnerships

Defenders

of Wildlife
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Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition
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http://www.floridawildlifecorridor.org/about-expedition/route-map/
http://www.floridawildlifecorridor.org/about-expedition/route-map/

Florida
Ponther
Festival

November 15, 2014
North Collier Regional Park, Naples Florida
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Northern
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Priority
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Analvsis of corridors & threats

H Assessment of Threats: Moderate Connectivity Model with 1 Mile Buffer of Core Compod
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Acquisition
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EAST COLLIER & SOUTH HENDRY

Property Owners Map
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Figure 38. Least cost paths likely to be used by Florida
panthers dispersing from the core population area to large
tracts of public and private conservation lands in the
southern portion of central Florida.



Public safety concerns
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Flonda Panther
Potential Habitat
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